How to Install a Limestone Fireplace

A practical guide to preparation, safe fixing, finishing and care

Important: Limestone fireplace components are extremely heavy. The surround must be mechanically
secured to a suitable structural wall. Do not rely on adhesive, mortar or plaster alone.

This guide provides general information only. Always follow the fireplace manufacturer's instructions and use a
suitably experienced installer where required.
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1. Before You Begin

Check the components

Carefully unpack the hearth, legs or jambs, header, mantel shelf, slips, chamber panels and any supplied brackets.
Check all pieces for damage before installation. Natural variations in shade, veining, texture and fossil markings
are normal features of limestone.

Check the wall

The fireplace must be fixed to a sound, stable and suitably constructed wall. Remove loose plaster, wallpaper, dust
and other weak finishes from fixing areas. Mechanical fixings should pass into solid masonry or suitable structural
support. Do not fix a heavy stone surround to unsupported plasterboard.

Check the floor and hearth

The floor must be level and capable of supporting the total weight. The hearth must also be suitable for the
intended fire or stove and comply with the appliance instructions and applicable Building Regulations.

Confirm the position

Mark the centre line and dry-fit the components. Check the opening size, hearth position, appliance clearances and
alignment before applying adhesive or drilling fixings.

2. Tools and Materials

» Tape measure and pencil

* Spirit level

« Suitable drill and masonry bits

« Mechanical fireplace brackets or cramps

« Suitable wall plugs, screws or anchors

« Manufacturer-approved stone adhesive or bedding compound
« White cement-based mortar where specified

» Non-staining natural-stone sealant

 Packing shims

« Protective floor covering

* Gloves, eye protection and suitable lifting equipment

3. Installation Procedure
Step 1 - Install the hearth

Protect the floor. Bed the hearth onto a suitable mortar or manufacturer-approved stone adhesive so it is fully and
evenly supported. Check it is level from side to side and front to back. Remove excess material immediately and
allow it to set before loading it with further components.

Step 2 - Position and fix the legs

Place each leg on the hearth and check that it is upright, square and fully supported. Mark and drill for the
mechanical fixing brackets or cramps. Apply a small amount of suitable stone adhesive for stability, then secure
the leg into the structural wall using the specified fixing system.
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Step 3 - Install slips, chamber or back panels

Fit any supplied slips or chamber panels in the manufacturer's stated order. Use only materials suitable for the
expected temperature. Do not use ordinary plaster, decorating filler or general-purpose adhesive in areas exposed
to significant heat.

Step 4 - Fit the header

Dry-fit the header across the legs. Because of its weight, use at least two capable people or appropriate lifting
equipment. Apply the specified bonding material to the bearing surfaces and lower the header into position.
Mechanically secure it where required; do not rely on adhesive or the legs alone.

Step 5 - Fit the mantel shelf

Dry-position the shelf and check the overhang is even. Apply the specified bonding material, lower it carefully into
place and secure it mechanically where required. Check the shelf is level from side to side and front to back.

Step 6 - Final alignment check

Before materials set, confirm that the hearth and mantel are level, both legs are vertical, the opening is square,
joints are even and every heavy component is securely restrained against movement.

4. Pointing and Finishing

Finishing the joints

Once the main fixing materials have cured, fill joints with a suitable non-staining product recommended for
limestone. Keep filler off the face of the stone and clean residue immediately with clean water and a soft cloth.

Sealing

Where sealing is recommended, use a breathable natural-stone sealer suitable for limestone. Test it first on an
inconspicuous area because some sealers can slightly alter the appearance.

5. Installing the Fire or Stove

Appliance installation

Treat the decorative surround and the heating appliance as separate parts of the project. Confirm the chimney or
flue, ventilation, hearth dimensions, clearances and appliance opening are correct before use. Gas appliances
must be installed by a Gas Safe registered engineer. Solid-fuel appliances should be installed by a suitably
qualified installer or approved through Building Control.

6. Drying and First Use

Curing time

Allow all adhesive, mortar, pointing material and sealant to cure fully before operating the appliance. Introduce heat
gradually during first use. Strong heat applied too early can contribute to staining, cracking or movement.

7. Care and Maintenance
« Dust with a soft, dry cloth.
* Clean marks with a lightly dampened cloth.
« Use only pH-neutral products suitable for natural stone.

* Wipe spills up immediately.
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* Do not use vinegar, brick acid, limescale remover, bleach or abrasive pads.
« Do not place wet logs, drinks, plant pots or metal objects directly onto the stone.

« Avoid dragging ornaments across the mantel or hearth.

8. Final Checklist

m  The hearth is level and fully supported.

m  The surround is mechanically fixed to a structural wall.

m  The legs are vertical and the opening is square.

m  The header and mantel are level and centred.

m  There is no movement in any component.

m  Joints are neatly finished with a limestone-safe product.

m  Appliance clearances and hearth requirements have been checked.

m  Any gas or solid-fuel appliance has been professionally installed and commissioned.

m  All materials have fully cured before use.

Disclaimer

This guide is intended as general information and does not replace the fireplace manufacturer's instructions,
appliance instructions, a site survey or professional advice. Due to the weight of natural stone and the risk of
serious injury from incorrect installation, professional fitting is strongly recommended.

Keep this guide with the product documentation for future reference.
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